WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

PENTECOST 18 (YEAR A)

As we gather today we become more than a collection of individuals. We have
been united to each other in the waters of baptism and welcomed by Christ to his
holy supper. While some may be strangers to us, we are invited to recognize the
deep communion we share in Christ Jesus. Our worship does not protect us from
others; it teachers us to be a people of hospitality, generous in faith, hope, and love.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Next Sunday, October 4, we will celebrate and bless our pets, commemorating the
life of Francis of Assisi and his example of love for all of God’s creatures. Bring a
picture of your furry, feathered, scaley, and slithery friends to worship and place
it on the display board in the chancel when you arrive.

DSB ERNTEDANKFEST

Join the Delaware Saengerbund for their annual Erntedankfest next Sunday,
October 4, at 3pm here at St. Paul’s. This service of thanksgiving offers prayers for
a bountiful harvest as well as a remembrance of those who have passed since last
year. Members of our choir and the handbell ensemble will perform alongside the
DSB Chorus and the NCSO brass ensemble.

BREWING THEOLOGY

For everyone twenty-one and older, please join us on Wednesday, October 7, 7pm
at the Delaware Saengerbund for a tasty beverage, some snacks, and some hearty
conversation. Our topic for this week will be Spiritual Gifts: identifying unique
God-given talents and how to use them to serve others.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

Our vocal and handbell choirs rehearse on Thursday evenings. The Handbell
Ensemble rehearses from 6:30-8pm and the Sanctuary Choir rehearses from 8-
9:30pm. New ringers and singers, high school age and above, are welcome to join
one or both of these ministries.



SOUNDING BRASS REHEARSALS

St. Paul’s brass ensemble will start rehearsing for Reformation Sunday, beginning
this Tuesday, October 6 from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. If you play trumpet, horn, baritone,
or tuba and are interested in playing for worship, let Mike Bareham, Director for
Music and Worship, know right away.

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY

Have a favorite Bible verse? The Membership Ministry team is seeking your
favorite Bible verse to share with our Saintly Seniors. The idea is to collect as many
as possible, place them in a beautifully decorated jar, and let the recipients read
them for inspiration. Please email your verse to Linda Grund
(Igrund923@gmail.com) by November 8. Your name will be included so that our
seniors know many church folks still think about them!

OWLS

Please join the OWLS on Monday, October 5, 8:30am, when we will carpool to
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge in Smyrna, DE. The Refuge is located
along the Atlantic flyway and has over 16,000 acres of diverse marsh and
freshwater habitat, providing food and shelter for migrating birds and other
wildlife. October will be prime time for migrating waterfowl.

On arrival at Bombay Hook we’ll met at the Visitor Center for brief orientation,
then take a driving tour through the refuge, with stops for viewing and
commentary by one of their volunteer docents. There are also short nature trails
and boardwalks along the 12-mile driving loop, for anyone interested. Cost is $4
per car (up to 4 occupants). National Park Senior Passes are also valid at Bombay
Hook. After our visit to Bombay Hook, we’ll stop for lunch (on your own) at Brick
Works Brewing and Eats in Smyrna. Please RSVP by September 27 to Nancy
Lomax (n455lom@verizon.net or 610-357-4065) and let her know if you are willing
to drive and how many passengers you can take. Hope you can join us!

FAITH & BLUE

Join the Newark Police Department, New Castle County Police, and University of
Delaware Police for a Faith & Blue Fall Fest Barbecue on Sunday, October 11, 12-
4pm at Old Paper Mill Road Park! Food, family activities, and lots of community
connections. St. Paul’s will have a table to share information about us with the
Newark community.



NEW MEMBER CONVERSATION AND RECEPTION

If you’d like to become a member of St. Paul’s, we will be receiving new members
during worship on November 1 (All Saints Sunday). Please take advantage of our
Ministry Month opportunities in October to learn more about the ministries of St.
Paul’s and find a meaningful connection with one (or more!) of our efforts.

A special new member conversation will be held on October 18 after the
fellowship hour. We'll provide a light lunch. Please RSVP your intention to join
us no later than October 11 by emailing Sue Wallden, our Membership Ministry
Chair (slwallden@gmail.com), or contacting the church office at 302-368-0064 or
ofice@stpaulsnewarkde.org.

ADULT FORUM: HISTORIC CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 2

The Wilmington Friends Meeting and other Quaker churches in Delaware were
more than just houses of worship. Many were deeply involved in the self-
liberation of hundreds of enslaved persons from Delaware and points south. These
and other stories will be up for discussion as we begin our next Adult Forum series
on the Historic Churches of Delaware on Sunday, October 4, in the Blue Room
starting at 8:30am.

WELCOMING WAYS

We periodically publish some tips about how we welcome visitors who join us for
worship...Welcoming visitors well is not complicated. Be caring and show them
respect. Value the effort they are expending to be in church. Acknowledge their
initiative and desire to gather with the people of God. And be humbled that of all
the churches in the area, they chose yours to visit!

Let each of yon look not to your own interests but to the interests of
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. ..
Philippians 2:4-5
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