SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10am Service of
Sunday, September 20, 2026 Holy Communion

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in
which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a
landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter
what time of day they began to work. God miraculously
gave the Israelites quails and manna to eat in the
wilderness. As always, God is gracious and merciful,
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the
grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther
wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
We believe all people are created in God’s image.

Rooted in Jesus’ ministry of liberation, unconditional love, and hospitality, we
strive to welcome all into our community. This welcome explicitly includes those
who have traditionally been marginalized in the church and society due to their
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, racial and ethnic
background, physical ability, developmental ability, citizenship/documentation
status, and socio-economic status.

We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together.
Families, you are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the
sanctuary if you want more space, and to use the Prayground in the narthex if you
need a break from the activities in the sanctuary. Most of all, know that the joyful
noise of young people in our worship is welcome!

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex. If you need any other help
with worship, please speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary.



+ GATHERING -+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Upon entering the sanctuary, the people pray silently or engage in quiet meditation
allowing the music to focus their attention on God and God’s kingdom.

PRELUDE “What Is the World to Me” arr. Busarow

What is the world to me...for you alone, Lord Jesus,
are my treasure, my peace, my rest.

WELCOME
Please stand, as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours
love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Rise Up, O Saints of God!
ELW 669



Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
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Holy people of God, called through the gospel of Christ,
enlightened by the Spirit: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Be seated.

+ WORD +

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Exodus 16:2-15
Manna and quails feed the Israelites in the wilderness
A reading from Exodus:

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron
in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand
of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill
of bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you,
and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way
I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth
day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they
gather on other days.” ®So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the
evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has
heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain
against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the
complaining that you utter against him —what are we? Your complaining is not
against us but against the LORD.”

?Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites:
‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.”” 1 And as Aaron
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the
wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke
to Moses, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread;
then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.” ”

13]In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning



there was a layer of dew around the camp. * When the layer of dew lifted, there
on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the
ground. 1> When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD
has given you to eat.”

Holy wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45 Read responsively by verse
Make known the deeds of the LORD
among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45)

1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples.
2Sing to the LORD, sing praises,
and speak of all God’s marvelous works.
3 Glory in God’s holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
4Search for the strength of the LORD;
continually seek God’s face.
5 Remember the marvels God has done,
the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth,
6O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,
O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.
37You led out your people with silver and gold;
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad to see them go,
because they were afraid of them.
39 You spread out a cloud for a covering
and a fire to give light by night.
40They asked, and you brought quail,
and satisfied them with bread from heaven.
41You opened the rock, and water flowed,
so the river ran in the dry places.
42 For you remembered your holy word
and Abraham your servant.



43S0 you led forth your people with gladness,
your chosen with shouts of joy.

#4You gave your people the lands of the nations,
and they took the fruit of others’ toil,

45 that they might keep your statutes
and observe your teachings. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30
Standing firm in the gospel
A reading from Philippians:

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 221 am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 2 Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast
might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that
you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the
faith of the gospel 2 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them,
this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s
doing. 2 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Holy wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain seated for the Acclamation and the reading. Children are invited to come
forward during the Acclamation.

ACCLAMATION Alleluia Now the Feast Setting
Marty Haugen

Found on p. 7
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The parable of the vineyard workers

The Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing
with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard.

3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay
you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. ¢ And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around, and he said to them, “Why are you standing here
idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.”  When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received a denarius. 1 Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 1 And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden



of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.

15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ 1¢So the last will be first, and the first will be

last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand, as you are able.

Pastor Cris Frigm

HYMN OF THE DAY As Saints of Old
ELW 695
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is done.
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Outside USA: Atr. from The Englisit Hyminal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news
and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that
all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.
Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth
that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those
who are injured, ill, and for all in any need, especially..., those on our prayer list,
and those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts...(brief silence). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others
in the community (especially). Inspire all in this congregation to support
community endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved
ones, especially Bob, whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

10



The presiding minister concludes the prayers.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly exchanges Christ’s peace
in word and gesture, while respecting the boundaries
of those around us, saying,
Peace be with you.

Be seated.
*+ MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GATHERING OF GIFTS In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ,

we offer our gifts for service and mission.

At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end
of your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again. We ask visitors to provide us
with contact information so we can thank you for enriching our worship experience.
We ask members to update any changes to their information so records are maintained.

ANTHEM “O Give Thanks to the Lord” arr. Robert Lau
Psalm 105:1-5

Sanctuary Choir

Please stand and sing as the gifts are presented and the table is set.

OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat Now the Feast Setting
Marty Haugen

Found on p. 12
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Living and true God,

we return to you the things that are yours — our time, our skills, our
possessions, our selves. Bless us and these your gifts. Move us to works of
faith and labors of love for the good of all your people and the wholeness of
your creation; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and good that we should offer you thanks and praise, O God,
for with great love you have led us out of slavery
into the freedom of the promised land.

You guided us along the way, giving us power to rejoice
in the face of evil and death, and, fulfilling your ancient promise
you continue to lift up the brokenhearted even in our own day.

And so, with the multitude from east and west, from north and south,
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,

we lift our voices in the unending hymn:
Now the Feast Setting

Marty Haugen
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in
which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people
Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to
become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in
hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Before the whole company of heaven, let us pray as Jesus taught.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us in the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE

The reign of God is at hand.
We come to taste the joy prepared for us.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD Now the Feast Setting
Marty Haugen
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Be seated.
HOLY COMMUNION

In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. All
are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Those who choose not to commune are welcome to come
forward for a blessing, indicated by crossed arms. If you would like to receive communion
in your pew, please notify an usher.

Our communion bread is gluten-free. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available upon request.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
ACS 1084

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
ELW 659
Found onp. 17
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Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, ¢/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
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After all have communed and returned to their places, remain seated.

BLESSING AND PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of
Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

*+ SENDING +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH — ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand, as you are able.

BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

'} bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands

ACS 1000
Found on p. 19
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God’s Work, Our Hands
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DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Thanks Be to Thee” G. F. Handel

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Assisting Minister: Jeanine Heath
Lector:  Eric Mease

Communion Assistant:  Cheri Simons
Bread Provider:  Linda Radwick
Altar Guild:  Janet Mease
Flower Guild:  Cheri Simons

The flowers in the chancel are given
to the glory and praise of God in celebration
of Dwight and Brenda Baxter’s 415t anniversary.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBW0451114.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy reprinted from Hymnal Supplement 1991
© 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained
from OneLicense.net with license #A-719656. All rights reserved.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
to give heed to what is said by your Son
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

PENTECOST 17 (YEAR A)

People like to keep score. If our team wins by a point, we rejoice and claim victory.
But our relationships begin to dissolve when we count up little mistakes, losing
trust and patience. We learn today that God is not interested in playing counting
games. In the reign of God, mercy is freely given to those who come late, as well
as to those who have labored for many hours or years. Any claim to partiality, any
impulse to keep score, is undercut by the grace of God received in word and meal.
In the presence of God’s mercy, we are all beggars.

WELCOME BACK TO THE BENCH

We welcome Joanne Hench back to the organ bench this morning while Mike
Bareham is on his last vacation of the year. We also thank Henry Chisholm for
directing the choir. As Mike says, “We are blessed by so many wonderful
musicians within this congregation that it makes it easy to take off and know that
our worship and music are in such capable hands (and feet).”

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

Our vocal and handbell choirs rehearse on Thursday evenings. The Handbell
Ensemble rehearses from 6:30-8:00pm and the Sanctuary Choir rehearses from
8:00-9:30pm. New ringers and singers, high school age and above, are welcome to
join one or both of these ministries.

ADULT FORUM

Next Sunday, September 27, Victoria Kenyon will wrap up her series on Christian
sculpture with a look at the Modern and Contemporary. Informed by the past, but
looking toward the future, artists from the nineteenth through the twenty-first
century continue harnessing sculpture to depict Christian themes and
iconography. We'll explore examples of architectural decoration, huge
monuments, and smaller scale devotional objects from the Americas, Europe, and
beyond. See you at 8:30am in the Blue Room.
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HoLy HIKE

It's "holy" because we hike on Sunday, enjoying God's beautiful creation! We hike
TODAY, September 20, at White Clay Creek Preserve, Lot 2 - 4 miles, wooded,
flat. Meet us in the parking lot right after coffee hour.

WELCA - WOMEN OF THE ELCA

All Women are invited to: "Commuting Communion" on Monday, September 21,
Evening Prayer and Holy Communion Service at St. Paul's, 6:30-7:00pm. Rev.
Christine Therriault-Merkel, presiding, followed by dinner at your own expense
at TGI Friday's.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

On Sunday, October 4, we will celebrate and bless our pets, commemorating the
life of Francis of Assisi and his example of love for all of God’s creatures. Bring a
picture of your furry, feathered, scaley, and slithery friends to worship and place
it on the display board in the chancel when you arrive.

SOUNDING BRASS REHEARSALS

St. Paul’s brass ensemble will start rehearsing for Reformation Sunday, beginning
this Tuesday, October 6 from 5:00-6:00pm. If you play trumpet, horn, baritone, or
tuba and are interested in playing for worship, let Mike Bareham, Director for
Music and Worship, know when he returns next week.

SOCKTOBER! WARM FEET/WARM HEARTS

We are joining together with Newark United Church of Christ in collecting socks
for Friendship House and Newark Empowerment Center. There is a labeled basket
in the Narthex for your contributions. The deadline is October 20, 2026. Please be
generous and help our friends through the winter. The warm socks are for both
men and women, but predominantly, men. Any questions, Linda Brammer
410.908 8153.

OWLS

Please join the OWLS on Monday, October 5, when we will be venturing to
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge in Smyrna, DE. The Refuge is located
along the Atlantic flyway and has over 16,000 acres of diverse marsh and
freshwater habitat, providing food and shelter for migrating birds and other
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wildlife. October will be prime time for migrating waterfowl. We'll carpool from
the church leaving at 8:30am. On arrival at Bombay Hook, we’ll meet at the Visitor
Center for brief orientation, then take a driving tour through the refuge, with stops
for viewing and commentary by one of their volunteer docents. There are also
short nature trails and boardwalks along the 12-mile driving loop, for anyone
interested. Cost is $4 per car (up to 4 occupants). National Park Senior Passes are
also valid at Bombay Hook. After our visit to Bombay Hook, we’ll stop for lunch
(on your own) at Brick Works Brewing and Eats in Smyrna. Please RSVP to Nancy
Lomax (n455lom@verizon.net or 610-357-4065) by September 27. Also please let
her know if you are willing to drive and how many passengers you can take. Hope
you can join us!!

THRIVENT ACTION GRANTS

Committee leaders: do you have a great idea for an event that would bring a group
of church members together...one that would help beautify a space (and bring
members together to do it)...but you just need a little seed money to do it? Did
you know that Thrivent members are eligible to apply for $250 action grants for
exactly this purpose throughout the year? The Reconciling in Christ Team has
made excellent use of this funding source for our Super Coffee Hour events —we
have used these Thrivent grants to buy the food for our coffee hours, allowing us
to send everything the congregation has donated directly to the Reconciling Works
organization for our annual donation, almost $2,000 in the last two years. Ask the
members of your committee if one of them is a Thrivent member and is willing to
apply for an action grant on behalf of your committee!

COMMENTS FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES
Let all the pious and all lovers of God rejoice in the splendor of this feast; let the
wise servants blissfully enter into the joy of their Lord. Let those who have toiled
since the first hour now receive their due reward. Let any who came after the third
hour be grateful to join the feast. Those who may have come after the sixth, let
them not be afraid of being too late, for the Lord is gracious, and he receives the
last even as the first. He has pity on the last, and he serves the first; he rewards the
one, and is generous to the other; he repays the deed, and praises the effort. Come
you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. The calf is a fatted one: let no one go away
hungry.

— An Easter homily by John Chrysostom
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Weekly Epistle/E-mail Blast - articles are due by Wednesday morning at 10am to
office@stpaulsnewarkde.org. Late submissions will be shared the following week.
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