
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10am Service of 
Sunday, September 6, 2026  Holy Communion 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ 
words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to 
do with church discipline. In Exodus, we, like the Israelites, 
remember our deliverance. Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured 
that he is present among us with gifts of peace and 
reconciliation. 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 

Rooted in Jesus’ ministry of liberation, unconditional love, and hospitality, we 
strive to welcome all into our community.  This welcome explicitly includes those 
who have traditionally been marginalized in the church and society due to their 
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, racial and ethnic 
background, physical ability, developmental ability, citizenship/documentation 
status, and socio-economic status.  

We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together. 
Families, you are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the 
sanctuary if you want more space, and to use the Prayground in the narthex if you 
need a break from the activities in the sanctuary. Most of all, know that the joyful 
noise of young people in our worship is welcome! 

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex.  
If you need any other help with worship,  

please speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary. 
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☩  GATHERING  ☩ 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Upon entering the sanctuary, the people pray silently or engage in quiet meditation  
allowing the music to focus their attention on God and God’s kingdom. 

 
PRELUDE “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” arr. David Lasky
    UNION SEMINARY 
 

WELCOME 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours  
love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,  
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise  
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                                                                                                                    
     ELW 836 
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4 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy people of God, called through the gospel of Christ, 
enlightened by the Spirit: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
 O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated. 

☩  WORD  ☩ 
 

    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-14 

The passover of the Lord 

A reading from Exodus: 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they 
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They 
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall 
eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat 
any of it raw or boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and 
inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that  
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remains until the morning you shall burn with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat it: 
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and 
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12 I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from human to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14 “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance.” 

Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 105:149                                           Read responsively by verse 

 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
  God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
 2 Let Israel rejoice in their maker; 
  let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 
 3 Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; 
  let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 
 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in the people 
  and adorns the poor with victory. 
 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
  let them sing for joy on their beds. 
 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat 
  and a two-edged sword in their hand, 
 7 to wreak vengeance on the nations 
  and punishment on the peoples, 
 8 to bind their kings in chains 
  and their nobles with links of iron, 
 9 to inflict on them the judgment decreed; 
  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones.  
      Sing the LORD’s praise in the assembly of the faithful.                        (Ps. 149:1)  
        Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14 
Live honorably as in the day 

A reading from Romans: 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
ACCLAMATION Alleluia  Now the Feast Setting 
      Marty Haugen 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20  

Reconciliation in the community of faith 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT  JP and Friends 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Faith Begins By Letting Go
      ACS 1004 (harmony) 
     Found on p. 8 
Be seated. 
 
SERMON Pastor Greg Johnson 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 

The service continues with the Profession of Faith on p. 9 
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The service continues  with the Sermon on p. 7 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 

Living together in trust and hope,  
we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 
that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the 
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 
Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 
communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from 
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all 
who labor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We 
pray especially for those on our prayer list, and those we now name aloud or in 
the silence of our hearts…(brief silence). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness 
and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even 
through our imperfections. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 
nearness of your salvation and for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly exchanges Christ’s peace  
in word and gesture, while respecting the boundaries  

of those around us, saying, Peace be with you. 
 

Be seated. 
 

☩  MEAL  ☩ 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
GATHERING OF GIFTS   In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ, 
     we offer our gifts for service and mission. 
 
 

At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end  



11 
 

of your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again.  We ask visitors to provide us 
with contact information so we can thank you for enriching our worship experience.   

We ask members to update any changes to their information so records are maintained. 
 

ANTHEM “In All Our Grief and Fear” arr. Keesecker 
    Summer Choir  
 
Please stand and sing as the gifts are presented and the table is set. 
 
OFFERTORY As the Grains of Wheat Now the Feast Setting 
      Marty Haugen 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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Let us pray. 
Living and true God, we return to you the things that are yours—our time, our 
skills, our possessions, our selves. Bless us and these your gifts. Move us to 
works of faith and labors of love for the good of all your people and the 
wholeness of your creation; through Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
It is right and good that we should offer you thanks and praise, O God,  
 for with great love you have led us out of slavery  
 into the freedom of the promised land.  
You guided us along the way, giving us power to rejoice  
 in the face of evil and death, and, fulfilling your ancient promise  
 you continue to lift up the brokenhearted even in our own day.  
And so, with the multitude from east and west, from north and south,  
 with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,  
 we lift our voices in the unending hymn: 
     Now the Feast Setting 
     Marty Haugen 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in 
which all might be satisfied by your abundance.  

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people 
Israel with manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to 
become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in 
hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
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Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Before the whole company of heaven, let us pray as Jesus taught. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  
  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

The reign of God is at hand. 
We come to taste the joy prepared for us. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  Now the Feast Setting 
     Marty Haugen 

 

 
         world:                      have     mer  -    cy    on    us,              mer  -    cy    on    us, 
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Be seated.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us 
and nourishes us for mission.  

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Those who choose not 
to commune are welcome to come forward for a blessing, 
indicated by crossed arms. If you would like to receive 
communion in your pew, please notify an usher. 

Our communion bread is gluten-free. Non-alcoholic grape 
juice is available upon request. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
     As We Gather at Your Table
     ELW 522 (harmony) 
     Found on p. 16 
 

 
 
     When We Are Living 
     ELW 639 
     Found on p. 17 
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After all have communed and returned to their places, remain seated.  
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
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Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

    ☩  SENDING  ☩ 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH—ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                                                                              
     ELW 543 (harmony) 
     Found on p. 19 

DISMISSAL   

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “Earth and All Stars!” arr. David Cherwien 
    EARTH AND ALL STARS 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

         Assisting Minister: Lorraine Fett 
                                  Lector: Barb Rhodes 
 Communion Assistant: Victoria Kenyon 
                  Bread Provider: Victoria Kenyon 
          Altar Guild: Linda Radwick 
                  Flower Guild: Sue Wallden   

 
The flowers in the chancel are given  

to the glory and praise of God in honor of 
Karen Langston by James and Kyra Kaczmarczyk. 

 
 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission  
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBW0451114. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,  
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy reprinted from Hymnal Supplement 1991 
© 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 
from OneLicense.net with license #A-719656. All rights reserved. 

 

 
PENTECOST 15 (YEAR A) 
Life in community is a precious thing, but it easily breaks down if rumors and idle 
talk are given free reign. In today’s gospel, Jesus prescribes a manner for dealing 
with conflict in community life. The intent of such a form of church discipline is to 
restore people to community life. May all who come to hear and to taste the 
presence of Christ in word and meal today also find communities which seek to 
understand one another in truth and love.  
 

In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

2 Corinthians 5:19 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 

 
 

 
PASTOR CRIS IS ON VACATION 
Pastor Cris will return to the office on Wednesday, September 9. Pastor Greg 
Johnson will be leading worship on Sunday. Pastor Zach Wright is available for 
pastoral emergencies. Please call the church office for contact information. 
 
REGULAR REHEARSALS RESUME 
Our ministry of music will resume its regular schedule starting this Thursday, 
September 10. The Handbell Ensemble will rehearse from 6:30-8:00pm and the 
Sanctuary Choir will rehearse from 8:00–9:30pm. New ringers and singers, high 
school age and above, are welcome to join. (Next week, both rehearsals will be 
held on Tuesday, September 15.) 
 
SOUNDING BRASS REHEARSALS 
St. Paul’s brass ensemble will start rehearsing for Reformation Sunday, October 
25, in the very near future. If you play trumpet, horn, baritone, or tuba and are 
interested in playing for worship, let Mike Bareham, Director for Music and 
Worship, know right away. Also let him know if Monday or Tuesday afternoons 
work best for your schedule.  
 

MEMORIAL GARDEN FUNDRAISER 
We’re almost halfway to our goal of $9,500. Giving has picked up pace in the last 
couple of weeks, which is so exciting and gratifying. If you wish, you can give 
electronically using the QR code for Tithe.ly on the back of your bulletin or via 
check--please write Statue Fundraiser on the memo line.   
 
ADULT FORUM 

Sunday, September 13, Victoria Kenyon will begin a 3-part series on Christian 
Sculpture. Victoria will begin with Early Christianity and the Medieval: When 
Roman Christians created art to reflect their beliefs, they relied on materials and 
techniques long used by pagan artists. We will explore how sculptors adapted 
traditional forms such as marble sarcophagi to depict Christian perspectives. 
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Then, we’ll see how Christian sculpture developed in the medieval period, from 
small reliquaries holding the remains of saints to life-size statues of holy figures. 
Our discussion begins at 8:30am in the Blue Room. 
 
OWLS FROM GRAIN TO GLASS 

The Yards Brewery Tour gives thirsty guests a behind-the-scenes look at how 
Philly’s Beer is made. We will be leaving church at 12:30pm on Tuesday 
September 15. The cost per person is $15 for the tour and since it is Taco Tuesday, 
everyone is welcome to sit around after the tour and buy a late lunch/early dinner 
before we return home. Please RSVP by September 6 to host Mark Deschere at 
mark@deschere.com or 302-563-1661. 
 
HOLY HIKE 

It's "holy" because we hike on Sunday, enjoying God's beautiful creation! We hike 
this Sunday, September 20, the James Hall Trail - 4 miles, paved, flat. Meet us in 
the parking lot right after coffee hour. 
 
BOOKS & BANTER 

St. Paul’s avid readers meet the fourth Wednesday each month. Please join us for 
conversation and fellowship Wednesday, September 23, 1pm, in the Youth Room, 
when we will discuss “The Midnight Train” by Matt Haig. 
 
CONNECTIONS WITH THE LITURGY 

It is almost as if the gospel reading provides an outline for much of Sunday 
worship: we confess our sins, we are loosed from sin’s bonds, we intercede for all 
the world, and we gather around the table to meet the risen Christ. As well, Paul 
alludes to baptism, our putting on Jesus Christ. This is what it means to be church 
of Christ. 
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Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to 
live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully. 

\ \            
 

The Reverend Cris Frigm 302-368-0064 ext. 103 
Pastor  .......................................................................... pastor@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Michael Bareham 302-368-0064 ext. 105 
Director for Music and Worship ................................. music@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Janet Maass 302-368-0064 ext. 101 
Office Administrator  .................................................... office@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Peter Yoon 302-368-0064 ext. 102 
Business Administrator ........................................... business@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Dr. Rae Watts 302-368-0064 ext. 201 
School Director .......................................................... stpaulschool701@outlook.com 

Church Council   
Susie Olson (President), Anne Sullivan (Vice President), Phillip Gerecke (Secretary), 
Mary Collins (Treasurer), Laura Blenderman, Heidi Burch, Kristine Cassar, Mark 
Deschere, Ian Kenyon. 

Weekly Epistle/E-mail Blast – articles are due by Wednesday morning at 10am to 
office@stpaulsnewarkde.org. Late submissions will be shared the following week. 
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