
SERMON    August 30, 2026 Pastor Cris Frigm 

Last week’s question came from Jesus, “Who do you say that I am?” It 
was an opportunity for the disciples to declare who they were going to follow – 
in a world of conflicted loyalties; in a world where absolute loyalty was 
demanded by the political power of Rome.  

Peter got it right. “You are the Christ, the son of the living God.” Which 
leads us to the very Lutheran question of “What does this mean?” If Jesus is 
the Christ, what does that mean for the world? What does that mean for the 
people in power and the people out of power? What does that mean for you 
and me?  

And that’s where Peter gets it wrong. He has the completely wrong 
understanding of what God was doing in the life of Jesus – with no expectation 
that the Messiah’s work would include death and resurrection. He can be 
excused for not being able to predict what would have been completely 
unique in everyone’s experience.  

Because political success, societal change, world-changing 
movements didn’t come through a cross. They came through armies and 
laws; through charisma and speeches; through economics and geo-politics. 
That’s the world Peter knew. That’s the expectation he had of the Messiah. 
That’s what he thought God would do to restore the Kingdom of Israel. That 
was his definition of God’s salvific work in the world.  

And it’s so easy to get stuck there with him. It’s so easy to create Jesus 
in our image instead of recognizing what God is doing. It’s so easy to think of 
Jesus as a modern-day superhero – either a Marvel fantasy or a smooth 
political operative. We imagine a slightly fair-skinned man portrayed in 
generations of Euro-centric art who smiles and makes us feel good – without 
challenging us to change one bit, without asking us to reimagine the world in 
God’s image.  

The corrective that comes to Peter is quick and blunt. Peter may have 



been right about who Jesus is, but he had no idea what it meant. He was stuck 
on human things. Jesus laid it all out for the disciples. He had just told them 
what would happen to him and then charged them to take up their cross and 
follow. Get behind him – similar language to what he had just said to Peter.  

What does this mean? What does it mean to get behind this Messiah? 
What does it mean to follow?  

I was reading through these readings this week and I got stuck for a 
moment on a particular verse – actually a particular phrase – in our Romans 
passage. “Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble 
in the sight of all.” “Take thought?” That sounded odd. This isn’t an unfamiliar 
passage, but that combination struck me, so I started digging into it. My first 
thought was that it had been changed as we shifted from the NRSV to 
NRSVUE (Updated Edition), but that turned out not to be true. It’s been there 
for as long as I’ve been paying attention. Or apparently not paying attention. 

A little bit of research told me that the Greek verb Paul used meant “to 
think about ahead of time” – “consider” in a different translation. I think that’s 
a pretty important point to make when we think about what Paul was saying in 
this passage. And I think this passage gives us a pretty important script for 
what it means to follow.  

You have to be careful with this passage from Romans. It can be used to 
diminish one’s self-worth in unhealthy and unholy ways. “Bless those who 
persecute you” is not a call to be a doormat. You’re not being told to let 
yourself be abused. But seen through the lens of the cross, through the lens of 
what Jesus said and did, how we respond to evil looks different than what the 
world holds onto. I say this having spent 17 years working with Marines and 
Sailors to use the power of this world to defend and protect what we believe 
to be “good”.  

And the more I spend in that institution, the more I study, the more I see 
how hard it is to do what Paul laid out for the early church. The more I 
understand why Peter got it wrong. It’s just so hard to get out of our own way. 



It’s in our nature to retaliate. If someone confronts us, we want to escalate 
the confrontation – to prove our rightness at the expense of all else. And we 
don’t always, or often “take thought”/consider what we’re doing. 

“If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink,” Paul writes. Are we willing to do this? Can we stand in 
the face of evil and try to overcome them with good instead of responding in 
kind? We hear all these counterintuitive instructions and then Paul goes on to 
say, “for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” For a 
moment, our human nature kicks in again. Wait, do we get to dump fire on 
them while they’re eating? That sounds like a good response to those people 
who oppose us.  

But that’s not what he was saying. He was quoting the First Testament, 
and the imagery recalls the idea of a searing conscience. When we don’t 
respond in kind, when we do good in the face of evil, we “overcome evil with 
good.” Despite our nature, despite the way the world’s power works, we 
follow Jesus when we hold fast to what is good.  

We’d much rather deny the cross like Peter. We’d much rather pick up 
the sword…like Peter will.  

But we follow Jesus when we stand at the foot of the cross and look at 
the world through the lens of non-violence, non-hate, non-confrontation, 
when we put down the sword and pick up a plow to grow food. The cross is the 
ultimate expression of God’s love because God showed us a new way. We’re 
still trying to get behind it. We’re still trying to follow. We’re called to keep 
trying. Amen. 

 


