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Hilltop Double Play 

Much multitasking was happening at the Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center in August. 
There was summer camp and a Vacation Bible School. 

Center Deputy Director, Brandon Furrowh, reports that Bible School students examined 
faith and grace. “The participants explored Luke Chapter 15 in its 
entirety and learned about the purpose and meaning of a 
parable.” Brandon says the youth found the parables to be 
powerful lessons.  “These stories helped participants understand 
God’s willingness to seek, welcome, forgive, and celebrate those 
who are lost and return to Him. The lessons emphasized that 

God’s grace is not something we earn, but a gift that demonstrates His unconditional love 
and desire for relationship with us.” 

Meanwhile, Brandon says, the “Teen Camp” participants put their learnings to work. 

“Our teens also demonstrated leadership and a commitment to serving others by 
volunteering in classrooms and assisting with activities in Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood 
Center’s food pantry. These service opportunities helped participants understand the 
importance of giving back, supporting their community, and becoming positive role models 
for younger children.” 

While summer camp students had plenty of recreational opportunities and field trips, 
Center Youth Services/Education Coordinator, Marianna Freeman, notes that academic 
activities were also emphasized.  “Group 1 (K-1st) spent time working on math problems like 
adding, subtracting, and multiplying numbers.”  Marianna says the younger students also 
learned about words. “…our youngest group (studied) new sight words, new spelling words, 
and (shared) a little history lesson on Hilltop and how it has changed over the years. We 
have a spelling bee planned for August to quiz the campers on the words they learned this 
summer.” 

Sneakers also worked their way into the camp curriculum! Marianna 
reports that it involved a contest. “Group 3 had a ‘Design your own 

Sneaker Contest’ in which each camper was given a template of the 
sneaker they wanted to design. Their choices of templates were NIKE, 
Addias, Converse, and Vans. An award of $20.00 dollars was given to 
one boy and two girl campers because we had a tie!   

Finally, we can’t leave out our toddlers! Center Early Childhood Curriculum Coordinator, 
Dashaba Fielder, reports that the toddlers created their own campsite! 
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“The dramatic play area was prepared like a campsite with a tent and, of course, stars.  The 
stars were everywhere: in the tent, on the floor, even hanging from the ceiling. The children 
enjoyed sitting at circle time, as if it were a campfire and enjoyed singing Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star. There were various colored stars around the room for the children to sort and 
identify.”   

Dashaba says the fun didn’t stop there. 

“Toddler 2s created a trail that they could only follow by identifying the letters. As the 
letters were called, the toddlers were able to move about to the letter that was being 
called.  They were super excited to identify the familiar letters. Our toddlers are proud to 
recite the letters that spell ‘outside’.” 

Too bad school has to start!! 

Eric F. Mease 
Member, Board of Directors 
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