
 
 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 10AM Service of 
Sunday, August 30, 2026   Holy Communion 

 

Moses is called to fulfill a mission and to ground the divine 
name in mystery and salvation. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ 
words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find 
their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by 
Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay 
evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we 
might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 
 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 

Rooted in Jesus’ ministry of liberation, unconditional love, and hospitality, we 
strive to welcome all into our community.  This welcome explicitly includes those 
who have traditionally been marginalized in the church and society due to their 
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, racial and ethnic 
background, physical ability, developmental ability, citizenship/documentation 
status, and socio-economic status.  

We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together. 
Families, you are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the 
sanctuary if you want more space, and to use the Prayground in the narthex if you 
need a break from the activities in the sanctuary. Most of all, know that the joyful 
noise of young people in our worship is welcome! 
 

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex.  
If you need any other help with worship,  

please speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary.  
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☩  GATHERING  ☩ 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Upon entering the sanctuary, the people pray silently or engage in quiet meditation  
allowing the music to focus their attention on God and God’s kingdom. 

 
PRELUDE “For the Beauty of the Earth” Kocher; arr. Fritchie
    Jared Sharpe, clarinet 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   Thomas M. Shuman 
     lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com  
Gathered as God's people, we come to worship together: 
singing praises to the One who loves us, 
opening our hearts to the One who calls us. 
Called to be followers of Jesus, we come to share our lives together: 
to celebrate the joys of our hearts, to mingle our tears with God's. 
Challenged to become partners with the Spirit, we will seek peace and hope: 
offering our food to our enemies, giving a drink of water  
to those who have drained our souls. 
We worship in the name of the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Son of God, Eternal Savior                                                                                                                    
     ELW 655 

 

http://www.lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  Found on p. 4 
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When we gather to praise God, we remember that we are a people who have 
preferred our wills to God’s. Accepting God’s power to become new persons in 
Christ, we confess our sin before God and one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Eternal God, 
we confess that often we have failed to be an obedient Church: we have not 
done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, and have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us in joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Hear the good news: “Christ died for our sins while we were yet sinners; that is 
God’s own proof of God’s love toward us.” In the name of Jesus Christ you are 
forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

As forgiven and reconciled people of God, let us greet one another. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly exchanges Christ’s peace  
in word and gesture, while  
respecting the boundaries  

of those around us, saying,  
Peace be with you. 

 
Be seated. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
 O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, 
and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
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☩  WORD  ☩ 
 

    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 3:1-15  

From the blazing bush God calls Moses 

A reading from Exodus: 
1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he 
led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then 
Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush 
is not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then 
he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
  7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and 
to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But 
Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign 
for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you shall serve God on this mountain.” 
  13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what 
shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, 
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 God also said 
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to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you’:  
 This is my name forever, 
 and this my title for all generations.” 

Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b                                          Read responsively by verse 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
 2 Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
  and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
 3 Glory in God’s holy name; 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4 Search for the strength of the LORD; 
  continually seek God’s face. 
 5 Remember the marvels God has done, 
  the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 
 6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 
  O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
 23 Israel came into Egypt, 
  and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 
 24 The LORD made the people of Israel very fruitful, 
  more numerous than their enemies, 
 25 whose hearts God turned, so that they hated God’s people, 
  and dealt unjustly with the servants of God. 
 26 O LORD, you sent Moses your servant, 
  and Aaron, your chosen one. 45b Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21  

Live in harmony 

A reading from Romans: 
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9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag 
in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in 
affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue 
hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Holy wisdom, holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
ACCLAMATION Alleluia Creation Setting 
      Marty Haugen 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28  

The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus 
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed 
and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 
what will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Be seated. 
 
SERMON Pastor Cris Frigm 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
      ELW 808 (harmony) 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love 
of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and 
follow you in faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may 
thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other 
disasters especially Hawaii and Columbia. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one 
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all 
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. We pray especially for 
Southwest Asia, Ukraine, Haiti, and Sudan. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe 
access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear 
wounds in body, mind, and spirit, especially those on our prayer list, and those 
we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…(brief silence). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith 
and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings 
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the times of transition, for those who graduated and are beginning new 
adventures, especially Amy, Jessica, and Matt; for students have returned to 
campuses and are beginning a new academic year, especially members of 
Lutheran Campus Ministry of UD; for our school as it begins a new year filled 
with nourishing growth. Strengthen us for the days and challenges ahead. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide 
the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated.  
☩  MEAL  ☩ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
GATHERING OF GIFTS   In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ, 
     we offer our gifts for service and mission. 
 

At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end  
of your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again.  We ask visitors to provide us 

with contact information so we can thank you for enriching our worship experience.   
We ask members to update any changes to their information so records are maintained. 
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ANTHEM “In His Steps” R. Kevin Boesiger 
    Summer Choir  
 
Please stand and sing as the gifts are presented and the table is set. 
 
OFFERTORY What Shall I Render? Mass of Creation 
      Marty Haugen 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere 
give you thanks and praise, almighty and merciful God. Only you are God. You 
created all things and called them good. You made us in your own image. Even 
when we rebelled against your love, you did not desert us. You delivered us 
from captivity, made covenant to be our God and King, and spoke to us through 
your prophets. Therefore, we join the entire company of heaven and all your 
people now on earth in worshipping and glorifying you:  
 
     Creation Setting 
     Marty Haugen 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We thank you, holy Lord God, that you loved the world so much you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. The Lord of all life came to live among us. He healed 
and taught, ate with sinners, and won for you a new people by water and the 
Spirit.  

We saw his glory. Yet he humbled himself in obedience to your will, freely 
accepting death on a cross. By dying, he freed us from unending death; by rising 
from the dead, he gave us eternal life. 
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us, the Lord Jesus took bread. After 
giving you thanks, he broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
When the supper was over, he took the cup. Again he returned thanks to you, 
and gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 

Drink this all of you, this is the cup of the new covenant in my blood,  
poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we experience anew the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and look forward to his coming in victory. 
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
We experience anew, most merciful God, the suffering and death, the 
resurrection and ascension of your Son, asking you to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving, which we offer in union with Christ’s offering for us, as a living 
and holy surrender of ourselves. 
Send the power of your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here out of love for you, and 
on these gifts. May the Spirit help us know in the breaking of the bread and the 
drinking of this wine the presence of Christ who gave his body and blood for all. 
And may this Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
service to the world. 
Through the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, as we pray the words taught to us by your Son Jesus Christ: 
Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today the bread we need. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us in the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Because there is one loaf, we, many as we are, are one body; 
for it is one loaf of which we all partake. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  Creation Setting 
     Marty Haugen 
      found on page 16
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Be seated.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission.  
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Those who choose not to commune are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossed arms. If you would like to receive 
communion in your pew, please notify an usher. 
Our communion bread is gluten-free. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available upon request. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Will You Come and Follow Me
     ELW 798 
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     Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
     ELW 659 (harmony) 

 
 
After all have communed and returned to their places,  
remain seated.  
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
Let us pray: You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
Now we give ourselves for others. 
Your love has made us new people; 
as a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
Your glory has filled our hearts; 
Help us to glorify you in all things.  
Amen. 
 

    ☩  SENDING  ☩ 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH—ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 

The blessing of Almighty God,  
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit  
is with you always. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen                                                                                               
     RWSB 191 
     Found on p. 20 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 
We are sent in Christ’s name. 
 
POSTLUDE “Lift High the Cross” arr. John Leavitt 
    CRUCIFER 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

         Assisting Minister: Jeanine Heath 
                                  Lector: Victoria Kenyon 
 Communion Assistant: Marjorie Chin 
                  Bread Provider: Linda Brammer 
          Altar Guild: Linda Radwick 
                  Flower Guild: Karen Simonelli   
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The flowers in the chancel are given  
to the glory and praise of God by  

Rich and Linda Radwick in celebration of  
their fifty-ninth wedding anniversary. 
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THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 

In the Romans passage Paul writes about how to react to persecution and 
suffering. He says we should be patient in suffering. These words have been used 
to keep marginalized people marginalized, insisting that God wants us to wait on 
God’s deliverance instead of acting toward our own liberation. That’s harmful 
rhetoric. It has been used to justify mass violence, segregation, and even genocide. 
What would it look like instead to be impatient with our suffering? What would it 
look like if we considered our own and the suffering of others to be an urgent 
matter? Can disrupting systems of oppression free oppressed people and 
empower them to create systems of change? 
 

CONNECTIONS WITH THE LITURGY 
The authors of the New Testament maintained a strong belief in the eschaton, the 
end of the world coming sooner or later and the judgment to which today’s gospel 
refers. In the language of the creeds, “he will come to judge the living and the 
dead”: “he will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.” Paul’s 
words, “Bless those who persecute you,” has been a reminder to Christians to 
include prayer for their enemies in the weekly intercessions. 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 30, 2026 

 
 

 

PENTECOST 14 (YEAR A) 
Today’s gospel reading reminds us that life in Christ, rather than simply 
comforting us or excusing us from the pain of this world, strengthens us to face 
what we fear most: suffering and death. Jesus does not turn from pain and loss; 
indeed, he offers strength and hope to his people. God’s adoption of us in the 
waters of baptism and our communion in Christ’s body and blood—signs of 
healing and community—strengthen us to offer ourselves as servants to a weary 
and frightened world. 
 
PASTOR CRIS 
Pastor Cris will be away on vacation from September 1 through September 8. 
Pastor Greg will be leading worship on September 6. Pastor Zach Wright will be 
available for pastoral emergencies. Please call the church office to receive his 
contact information. 
 
MEMORIAL GARDEN FUNDRAISER 
The new Memorial Garden statue will be a beautiful addition honoring the 
contributions of Ginny Rundell and providing a place of peace for our community. 
Your contribution through the envelopes on the narthex table, by check, or QR 
code on the back of the bulletin is greatly appreciated! 
 
ST PAUL’S PRESCHOOL 
Our 2026–2027 school year begins tomorrow, Monday, August 31! Please tour our 
hallways today. We are still in need of a few last-minute classroom supplies. If you 
would like to donate, we would greatly appreciate your support. We also still have 
opportunities available for our Thrivent members to sponsor upcoming school 
events. If you are interested in sponsoring an event, please visit the sign-up sheet 
located in the Narthex. Check out the wish list here: https://amzn.to/46o7nsD. 
Use the Electronic Giving Code on the back of the bulletin and select “Preschool” 
for monetary donations. 

https://amzn.to/46o7nsD
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SUMMER CHOIR CONTINUES 
The Summer “pick up” Choir is a great way to make a joyful noise in worship 
continuing through Sunday, September 6. Join us for rehearsal on Sundays at 
9:30am in the sanctuary. If you wish to practice at home, let Mike Bareham, 
Director for Music and Worship, know in advance and he will send you listening 
links (often with scores attached). 
 
REGULAR REHEARSALS RESUME 
Our ministry of music will resume its regular schedule starting on Thursday, 
September 10. The Handbell Ensemble will rehearse from 6:30-8:00pm and the 
Sanctuary Choir will rehearse from 8:00–9:30pm. New ringers and singers, high 
school age and above, are welcome to join. 
 
BREWING THEOLOGY 
For everyone twenty-one and older, please join us on Wednesday, September 2, 
7pm, at the Delaware Saengerbund, 49 Salem Church Rd., Newark, DE, for a tasty 
beverage, some snacks, and some hearty conversation. Our topic for this week: 
“Identity in Christ: Finding security in being an adopted child of God rather than 
in worldly status.” Please note the change in location. 
 
ADULT FORUM 
Victoria Kenyon will present a 3-part series on Christian Sculpture beginning 
Sunday, September 13, at 8:30am in the Blue Room. Part one will focus on Early 
Christianity and the Medieval: When Roman Christians created art to reflect their 
beliefs, they relied on materials and techniques long used by pagan artists.  
 
OWLS FROM GRAIN TO GLASS 
The Yards Brewery Tour gives thirsty guests a behind-the-scenes look at how 
Philly’s Beer is made. We will be leaving church at 12:30pm on Tuesday, 
September 15. Cost per person is $15 for the tour, and since it is Taco Tuesday, 
everyone is welcome to sit around after the tour and buy a late lunch/early dinner 
before we return home. Please RSVP by September 6 to host Mark Deschere at 
mark@deschere.com or 302-563-1661. 
 
 



 
 

Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to 
live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully. 

\ \            
 

The Reverend Cris Frigm 302-368-0064 ext. 103 
Pastor  .......................................................................... pastor@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Michael Bareham 302-368-0064 ext. 105 
Director for Music and Worship ................................. music@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Janet Maass 302-368-0064 ext. 101 
Office Administrator  .................................................... office@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Peter Yoon 302-368-0064 ext. 102 
Business Administrator ........................................... business@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Dr. Rae Watts 302-368-0064 ext. 201 
School Director .......................................................... stpaulschool701@outlook.com 

Church Council   
Susie Olson (President), Anne Sullivan (Vice President), Phillip Gerecke (Secretary), 
Mary Collins (Treasurer), Laura Blenderman, Heidi Burch, Kristine Cassar, Mark 
Deschere, Ian Kenyon. 

Weekly Epistle/E-mail Blast – articles are due by Wednesday morning at 10am to 
office@stpaulsnewarkde.org. Late submissions will be shared the following week. 
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