
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                    10 AM Service of 
Sunday, June 21, 2026                                             Holy Communion 
 

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will 
be easy. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark 
division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts 
for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience 
rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace 
and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with 
the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from 
worship to witness to Christ in the world. 
 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 

Rooted in Jesus’ ministry of liberation, unconditional love, and hospitality, we strive 
to welcome all into our community.  This welcome explicitly includes those who have 
traditionally been marginalized in the church and society due to their sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, racial and ethnic 
background, physical ability, developmental ability, citizenship/documentation 
status, and socio-economic status.  
We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together. Families, 
you are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the sanctuary if you want 
more space, and to use the Prayground in the narthex if you need a break from the 
activities in the sanctuary. Most of all, know that the joyful noise of young people in 
our worship is welcome! 
 

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex.  
If you need any other help with worship,  

please speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary.  
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☩  GATHERING  ☩ 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Upon entering the sanctuary, the people pray silently or engage in quiet meditation  
allowing the music to focus their attention on God and God’s kingdom. 

 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                     Adapted from the Scripture Prayer for Proper 7A 
                                                               © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts (CCT) 
God of strength, in Jesus Christ 
you set us free from sin and death. 
God of courage, you call us 
to the risk of faith and service. 
Give us grace to follow him 
who gave himself for others. 
By our service, may we find 
the life he came to bring. 
Let us worship the Triune God  
in the name of the Father,  
and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN  Let the Whole Creation Cry                                                                                                                      
     ELW 876 (harmony) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

As forgiven and reconciled people of God, let us greet one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly exchanges Christ’s peace 
in word and gesture, saying,  

Peace be with you. 
 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

May the blessing of the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose compassion endures forever, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to 
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for 
rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your 
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

☩  WORD  ☩ 
 

    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 21:8-21 

The rescue of Hagar and Ishmael 

A reading from Genesis: 

8 The child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10 So she said to 
Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave 
woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was very 
distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do 
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not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever 
Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall 
be named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of 
him also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning 
and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and 
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
  15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the 
bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 
distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God 
heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven 
and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with 
your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes, 
and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and gave 
the boy a drink. 
  20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and 
became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his 
mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

Increase the number of those who believe in your word 
so that all people may joyfully respond to your call. 
 
PSALM 86:1-10, 16-17  Read responsively by verse 

 1 Bow down your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 
  for I am poor and in misery. 
 2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; 
  save your servant who trusts in you. 
 3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; 
  I call upon you all the day long. 
 4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 
  for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
 5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
  and abundant in mercy toward all who call upon you. 
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 6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer, 
  and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
 7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, 
  for you will answer me. 
 8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, 
  nor anything like your works.  
 9 All the nations you have made will come  
      and worship you, O Lord, 
  and glorify your name. 
 10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; 
  and you alone are God. 
 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
    give your strength to your servant,  
         and save the child of your handmaid. 
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me  
       may see it and be put to shame; because you, LORD,  
         have helped me and comforted me. 
 
SECOND READING Romans 6:1b-11 

Buried and raised with Christ by baptism 

 A reading from Romans: 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 
How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we 
were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life. 
  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life  
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he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and  
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Increase the number of those who believe in your word 
so that all people may joyfully share in your promises. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
ACCLAMATION Alleluia Creation Setting 
      Marty Haugen 

 

 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:24-39  

The cost of discipleship 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above 
the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like 
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 
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  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you 
in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, 
fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. 
  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come 
to bring peace but a sword. 
 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 
 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and 
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those 
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 
it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Be seated. 
 
SERMON Pastor Cris Frigm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  How Firm A Foundation 
     ELW 796 (harmony) 

 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of 
the world. 

A brief silence. 

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. 
Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating 
birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for 
your creation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with 
marginalized identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of 
Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. 
Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering, especially those on 
our prayer list, and those we now name aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts…(brief silence). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



11 
 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray 
especially for fathers and father figures, that they show your compassion and 
care. We pray for all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Faithful God, we give you thanks, for the faithful life and witness of Celeste and 
of the Emanuel Nine: Clementa, Cynthia, Daniel, DePayne, Ethel, Myra, 
Sharonda, Susie, and Tywanza. May their faith and witness to your forgiving 
love in Jesus Christ inspire all people to pursue paths of justice, courage, and 
self-giving love. In your great mercy, receive our prayer. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated.  

☩  MEAL  ☩ 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
BLESSING OF QUILTS & GATHERING OF GIFTS   
In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ, we offer our gifts for service and mission. 

 
At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end  

of your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again.  We ask visitors to provide us 
with contact information so we can thank you for enriching our worship experience.   

We ask members to update any changes to their information so records are maintained. 
 

ANTHEM “To Christ Belong, In Christ Behold” Briehl & Farlee 
    Summer Choir  
 
Please stand and sing as the gifts are presented and the table is set. 
 
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Creation Setting 
      Marty Haugen 
      Found on p. 12 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Loving God, 
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we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
     Creation Setting 
     Marty Haugen 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your 
creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your 
praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 
form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory 
over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the 
river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside 
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
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Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Heaven has come near. 
We come to share in the feast! 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  Creation Setting 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated.  
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HOLY COMMUNION  
In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us 
and nourishes us for mission.  
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Those who choose 
not to commune are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing, indicated by crossed arms. If you would like to 
receive communion in your pew, please notify an usher. 
Our communion bread is gluten-free. Non-alcoholic grape juice is available upon request. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Before the Waters Nourished Earth 
     ACS 1049 

 
 

     O God, My Faithful God 
     ELW 806 (harmony) 
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After all have communed and returned to their places, remain seated.  
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
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Let us pray.  
 Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

☩  SENDING  ☩ 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH—ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 
BENEDICTION 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                                                                                    
     ELW 810 (harmony) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

         Assisting Minister: Thomas Olson 
                                  Lector: Eric Mease 
 Communion Assistant: Janet Mease 
                  Bread Provider: Linda Radwick 
          Altar Guild: Janet Mease 
                  Flower Guild: Gale Paul 
 

 
 

The flowers in the chancel are given to 
the glory and praise of God. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
 
Most high, all-powerful, good Lord, 
yours are the praises, the glory, the honor, and all blessing. 
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, 
and no one is worthy to mention your name. 
Praised be you, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us,  
and who produces varied fruits with colorful flowers and herbs. 
Praised be you, my Lord, through those who give pardon for your love 
and bear infirmity and tribulation. 
Blessed are those who endure in peace, 
for by you, Most High, they shall be crowned. 
Praised be you, my Lord, through our sister bodily Death, 
from whom no one living can escape. 
Blessed are those whom death will find in your most holy will, 
for the second death shall do them no harm. 
Praise and bless my Lord, 
and give him thanks and serve him with great humility. 
 

—Francis of Assisi, Francis and Clare: The Complete Works,  
ed. Regis J. Armstrong OFM CAP  

and Ignatius C. Brady OFM  
(NY: Paulist, 1982), 38-39 
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ST. PAUL’S WEEKLY EPISTLE 
IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 21, 2026 

 
 

 
PENTECOST 4 (YEAR A) 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus gives a brief teaching on the nature of discipleship: 
do not be afraid, for I am with you; tell others what you hear me say; give your life 
to the good news and you will discover the riches of life. This teaching appears 
simple, yet it is spoken in an anxious and troubled world where it is easier to be 
fearful than courageous and more common to look out for oneself than to care for 
the neighbor in need. 
 

WELCOME TO THE BENCH 
We thank David Bowlsbey for substituting at the organ bench while Mike 
Bareham is on vacation in South Carolina celebrating a friend’s birthday. 
 
BOOKS & BANTER 
St. Paul’s avid readers meet the fourth Wednesday of each month at 1PM in the 
former Youth Room.  Please join us for conversation and fellowship Wednesday, 
June 24, when we will discuss “West with Giraffes” by Lynda Rutledge.  Our July 
selection is “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker. 
 
ST. PAUL’S GAME NIGHT 
Please join us on Wednesday, June 24, from 6 PM to 9 PM for a Game Night. Bring 
your favorite card or board game to the Fellowship Hall for some friendly 
competition. Bring a snack to share, if you'd like. 
 
STUMP THE PASTOR 
Casual conversation with Pastor Cris about deep theological questions. No 
answers are promised, but we grow in faith together when we contemplate how 
God is at work. Join the conversation Thursday, June 25 at 6:30pm in the room 
formerly known as the youth room (next to Fellowship Hall). 
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CELEBRATE PRIDE 

Next Sunday, June 28, we celebrate diversity as God’s children as a Reconciling 
in Christ congregation. To show your spirit for the Spirit in this place on Pride 
Sunday, wear the colors of the rainbow—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
purple—as well as pink, white, brown and black. 

Following worship, there will be a special fellowship hour with the opportunity 
to donate to the work of Reconciling Works, the non-profit that helps 
congregations and other ministries work for LGBTQIA2S+ justice and inclusion. 
 
HOLY HIKE 

Our Holy Hike for this month will be next Sunday, June 28, where we will hike 
the Rittenhouse Park trail in Newark. A beautiful 4 mile wooded, mostly flat hike. 
We will be leaving from church after worship. 
 
THE STORY OF CODE PURPLE MINISTRY FOR 2025-2026 

On the coldest nights of the winter, five Newark area churches, including St. 
Paul’s, take turns providing food and shelter for Newark’s homeless population, 
from 6 PM to 6 AM. Code Purple clients are known and screened by Friendship 
House in Wilmington, and a representative of Friendship House, who is familiar 
with all of our guests, stays with us when we host. In the 2025-2026 season, St. 
Paul's hosted Code Purple 9 times, for 142 clients. Twenty different people came 
and helped out, for a total of 270 volunteer hours. Fifteen individuals, plus the Girl 
Scouts and Scouting America, donated food and supplies. And six people washed 
blankets (that would be at least 142 blankets!) 
The Code Purple ministry is often “unseen” by our larger congregation as it occurs 
in the overnight hours, but this winter in particular, it required a monumental 
effort. The Church Council would like to acknowledge and thank all who 
contributed to this vital ministry for our community’s homeless population, and 
especially Barb Rhodes, who provides unfailing and expert leadership for the St. 
Paul’s team! 
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Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to 
live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully. 

 

\ \            
 

The Reverend Cris Frigm 302-368-0064 ext. 103 
Pastor  .......................................................................... pastor@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Michael Bareham 302-368-0064 ext. 105 
Director for Music and Worship ................................. music@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Jerilynn Hinrichs 302-368-0064 ext. 101 
Office Administrator  .................................................... office@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Peter Yoon 302-368-0064 ext. 102 
Business Administrator ........................................... business@stpaulsnewarkde.org  

Dr. Rae Watts 302-368-0064 ext. 201 
School Director .......................................................... stpaulschool701@outlook.com 

Church Council   
Susie Olson (President), Anne Sullivan (Vice President), Phillip Gerecke (Secretary), 
Mary Collins (Treasurer), Laura Blenderman, Heidi Burch, Kristine Cassar, Mark 
Deschere, Ian Kenyon. 

Weekly Epistle/E-mail Blast – articles are due by Wednesday morning at 10 AM 
to office@stpaulsnewarkde.org. Late submissions will be shared the following 
week. 
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