
 
 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT                                                 10 AM Service of 
Sunday, February 22, 2026                                          Holy Communion 
 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His 
forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. 
In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation 
for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This 
catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of 
our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 
Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to 
nourish us for the days ahead. 

 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We believe all people are created in God’s image. 

Rooted in Jesus’ ministry of liberation, unconditional love, and hospitality, we strive 
to welcome all into our community.  This welcome explicitly includes those who have 
traditionally been marginalized in the church and society due to their sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, racial and ethnic 
background, physical ability, developmental ability, citizenship/documentation 
status, and socio-economic status.  

We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together. Families 
are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the sanctuary if you want 
more space, and to use the Prayground in the narthex if you need a break from the 
activities in the sanctuary. Most of all, know that the joyful noise of young people in 
our worship is welcome! 
 

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex.  
If you need any other help with worship,  

please speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary.  
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☩  GATHERING  ☩ 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Upon entering the sanctuary, the people pray silently or engage in quiet meditation  
allowing the music to focus their attention on God and God’s kingdom. 

 

PRELUDE  “Out of the Depths” attrib. Christian Geist  

     AUS TIEFER NOT (C. 1640-1711) 
 

WELCOME & SCOUT RECOGNITION 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

INVOCATION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                                Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church  
      ELW 321 (harmony) 
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LITANY FOR LENT 

O Christ, out of your fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 
You are our eternal hope; you are patient and full of mercy; 
you are generous to all who call upon you. 

 
 

O Christ, fountain of life and holiness, you have taken away our sins. 
On the cross you were wounded for our transgressions 
and were bruised for our iniquities. 
Save us, Lord. Save us, Lord. 

O Christ, obedient unto death, source of all comfort, 
our life and resurrections, our peace and reconciliation: 
Save us, Lord. Save us, Lord. 

O Christ, Savior of all who trust you, 
Hope of all who die in you, and joy of all the saints: 
Save us, Lord. Save us, Lord. 
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     A brief silence. 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 
promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and 
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
            A                   –           men.                  A             –          –           men. 
 
Be seated. 
 

☩  WORD  ☩ 
 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

A reading from Genesis: 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every 
tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a 
delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
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and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY  Psalm 32 Sung in unison 

 

 1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is | put away! 
 2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
 3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
  because of my groaning | all day long. 
 4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.  
 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.”  
       Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 
 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers  
      to you in | time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
  I will guide you | with my eye.  
 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 
 10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 
 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 
  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  
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Remain seated, due to the length of the Gospel readings this season. 
 
GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:1-11  

The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for 
it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 
  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   Pastor Cris Frigm 
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Please stand, as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  When We Are Tested 
      ACS 922 
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LENTEN CREED  Traveling to Easter with Jesus as Our Guide 
      http://www.patmosabbey.org  
Let us affirm our faith: 

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 

We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 

We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 

We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 

We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 

This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 

A brief silence. 

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to 
resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience 
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of 
reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of 
violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. 
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and 
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give 
peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or 
isolated. Especially we pray for MaryAnne and David, those on our prayer list, 
and those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts…((brief silence). 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for 
bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your 
life-giving word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all ages, on this Scout Sunday, we come to you with grateful hearts. We 
thank you for the gift of Scouting and for the opportunities it provides young 
people to grow in mind, body, and spirit. We pray for all Scouts and their 
families, that they may continue to find joy and fulfillment in this organization. 
Help them to always live by the Scout Oath and Law, and to be of service to 
others. Bless their leaders and volunteers, who give so generously of their time 
and talents to guide them on their journey. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, 
and for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you, especially 
Dean... Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

    The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The assembly exchanges signs and words  
of God’s peace, saying, Peace be with you. 

 

Be seated.  
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☩  MEAL  ☩ 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
GATHERING OF GIFTS   In response to God’s love in Jesus Christ, 
     we offer our gifts for service and mission. 

 

At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end of 
your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again. There are also QR Codes at the 

end of this worship folder for attendance, prayer requests, and online giving. 
 

ANTHEM “Lead Us Out of the Wilderness” Brad Nix 

    Sanctuary Choir 
 

OFFERTORY  Now Is the Time of Grace 
      ACS 918 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to  
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and 
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness 
to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 
     ELW 192a 
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Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and 
seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert and provided them water from the 
rock. We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your 
salvation for all this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on 
all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be 
revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

We seek to do your will, to share your truth, to sing of your faithfulness, 
to proclaim the good news, as we follow Jesus into the wonder of your kingdom, 
praying as he taught us, saying, 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

Come to the table prepared for you. 
We come to feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD  Jesus, Lamb of God 
      S417 

 
 

Be seated.  
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HOLY COMMUNION  

In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission.  

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Those who choose not to commune are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossed arms. If you would like to receive 
communion in your pew, please notify an usher. 

Non-alcoholic grape juice and gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Chief of Sinners, Though I Be 
      ELW 609 (harmony) 
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      Cast Out, O Christ 
      ACS 1016 
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After all have communed and returned to their places, remain seated.  
 

BLESSING AND PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness 
to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

☩  SENDING  ☩ 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH—ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

BENEDICTION 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  Bless Now, O God, the Journey 
     ELW 326 (harmony) 

     Found on p. 17 

DISMISSAL   

Go in peace. Believe the good news.  
Thanks be to God!  
 

Postludes, a festive element of worship, are not played during Lent. 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

        Assisting Minister:  Victoria Kenyon 
                           Lector: Barb Rhodes 
               Bread Provider: Heidi Burch 
                          Altar Guild: Lynn Deschere 
 

 
 

 

ST. PAUL’S WEEKLY EPISTLE 
IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22, 2026 

 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be held today, Sunday, 

February 22, 2026, at 11:15 AM. Items on the agenda include approval of the 
budget, leader elections, and a property motion. 
 

ADULT FORUM 

Pastor Cris will spend some time with our Lenten Psalmody as we journey toward 
Holy Week. The rich readings this year include some favorites…Psalm 121, 95, 23, 
and 130. 

Join the conversation on Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM (March 1,8,15,22). The 
study will also be held at 6:45 PM on Thursday evening (March 5,12,19,26).  
 

LENTEN SUPPER AND STUDY 

The Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Committee invites you to a Lenten Supper and 
Study of the documentary “1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted Culture.” We 
gather for soup, screening, and study on Wednesdays in March (4, 11, 18, 25), 
6:00–7:30 PM. Join us for food, fellowship, and thought-provoking discussion.  
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 

As we head into the season of Lent, you might want to consider adding some time 
of prayer to your routine. There are hard copies of a devotion from Renewing 
Works (an organization that sponsors the Reconciling in Christ program and 
works for LGBTQIA2S+ justice) and from ELCA World Hunger in the narthex. 
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ST. PAUL’S PRESCHOOL BLACK HISTORY MONTH ART SHOW 

Our children have been learning about influential African American artists and 
exploring their unique styles and creativity. They have worked hard to recreate 
and be inspired by some of these powerful pieces, and we are so proud of their 
work! Come celebrate creativity, culture, and the incredible contributions of 
African American artists with us! We invite you to stop by the side hallway to view 
our Black History Art Show and see the children's beautiful masterpieces on 
display.  
 

BOOKS & BANTER MONTHLY MEETING 

Please join us for conversation and fellowship Wednesday, February 25, at 1PM 
when we will discuss “The River We Remember" by William Kent Krueger.  Our 
March selection is "The First Ladies" by Victoria Christopher Murray 
 

BOOKS & BANTER REPORT 

This report from Books and Banter was missed in the Annual Report: 

Books and Banter, St. Paul’s diverse readers’ ministry, met monthly in 2025 to 
discuss books chosen from a variety of genres. One selection was Remarkably 
Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt, the 2025 New Castle County Reads choice. 
After reading this novel, several participants of B&B attended the author’s 
presentations in Wilmington in April. 

Books and Banter continues to support our registered Little Free Library located 
near the back door of the church. We encourage members of St. Paul’s and the 
community to take a book or share a book. 

We always welcome anybody wishing to join our book conversations! 
 

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY FOOTPRINT IN THE SAND GIFT BAGS 

Know someone who might be struggling with something in their personal life? 
The Membership Ministry Team has purchased little gift bags containing an inspirational 

verse and a pocket coin for you to share. These can be found on the table in the narthex 
along with pocket crosses, prayer squares, and greeting cards. 
 



 
 

Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to 
live faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully. 

 

\ \            
 

The Reverend Cris Frigm 302-368-0064 ext. 103 
Pastor  .......................................................................... pastor@stpaulsnewarkde.org 

Michael Bareham 302-368-0064 ext. 105 
Director for Music and Worship ..................................music@stpaulsnewarkde.org 

Jerilynn Hinrichs 302-368-0064 ext. 101 
Office Administrator  .................................................... office@stpaulsnewarkde.org 

Nalini Janaki 302-368-0064 ext. 102 
Business Administrator ........................................... business@stpaulsnewarkde.org 

Dr. Rae Watts 302-368-0064 ext. 201 
School Director .......................................................... stpaulschool701@outlook.com 

Church Council   
Anne Sullivan (President), Greg Johnson (Vice President), Heidi Burch (Secretary), 
Mary Collins (Treasurer), Kristine Cassar, Phillip Gerecke, Winnie Hull, Ian 
Kenyon, Susie Olson.  

Weekly Epistle/E-mail Blast – articles are due by Wednesday morning at 10 AM 
to office@stpaulsnewarkde.org. Late submissions will be shared the following 
week. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


