
 

 

  ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
701 S. College Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19713 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing in faith.  Growing in community.  Welcoming all in Jesus’ name. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  12pm & 7pm Services of Holy Communion 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025   with the Imposition of Ashes 
 

 

As we begin our Lenten journey, we’re invited to come fully as we are. The 
prophet Joel proclaims, “return to God with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning” (Joel 2:12). Your brokenness, joy, gifts, and doubts 
all belong to God. God wants you, authentically. God wants you, stripped down 
and vulnerable. You are enough. Come as you are, with all that you are. 

Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex.  
If you need any other help with worship, please 

speak with an usher at the doors to the sanctuary.  

WE WELCOME WORSHIPPERS OF ALL AGES 

We hope that our young people experience God in our gathering together. 
Families are welcome to use the Prayground in the rear corner of the sanctuary  

if you want more space and to use the Prayground in the narthex  
if you need a break from the activities in the sanctuary. Most of all,  

know that the joyful noise of young people in our worship is welcome! 
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    SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

In the principal service of Christian worship, the Holy Spirit gathers people  
around the means of grace—the saving Word of God and the sacraments.   

From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with forgiveness, life, and 
salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need. 

 

 

☩  GATHERING ☩ 
 

Christians gather on this day to mark the beginning of Lent’s baptismal  
preparation for Easter.  On this day, the people of God are marked with the ashes  

of human mortality, the church hears God’s promise of forgiveness, and tastes  
God’s mercy in the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  From this solemn liturgy,  

the church goes forth on its journey to the great baptismal feast of Easter. 
 

    All gather silently.   
 

Please stand, as you are able, as the procession enters in silence. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

“Even now, declares the Lord, 
return to me with all your heart.” (Joel 2:12) 
Roll up your sleeves. 
Let down your guard. 
Come in from the storm. 
Make yourself at home. 
Pull up to the table. 
Release the tension in your jaw. 
Take a deep breath. 
Return to God 
with all your heart. 
May it be so. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                    Savior, When in Dust to You  
                                                                                                                  ELW 601 (harmony) 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
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 Loving Creator, we are here, telling stories of dust. We are here, trying to 

shake the dust out of our ears so that we might hear you clearly. We are here, 

hoping that showing up is the first step in returning to you. Scoop us up in your 

embrace and carry us to a place of truth. Clear the smog that makes it hard to see. 

Clear the dust that makes it hard to hear. We are at the edge of our seats. We are 

listening for you. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 

☩  WORD  ☩ 
 

    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12 and Psalm 51:1-17 Lisa A. Frenz 

A compilation from the book of Isaiah and the Psalms: 

Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!   
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy blot our my transgressions. 
Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a 
nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their 
God.  They ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.   
 For I know my transgression, and my sin is ever before me. 
“Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble ourselves,  
but you do not notice? Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,  
and oppress all your workers. 
 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 
judgment. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
Is such the fast I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow down the head 
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like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the Lord? 
 You desire truth in the inward being; therefore, teach me wisdom in the 

secret of my heart.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean.  Wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
yoke’s thongs, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
 Let me hear joy and gladness.  Let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to cover them and not hide yourself from 
your own kin? 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 

me.  Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
spirit from me. 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rear guard.  Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, 
and he will say, Here I am. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue 
will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking 
of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
 For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 

would not be pleased.  The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets 
to live in. 
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Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

A reading from Second Corinthians: 

20b We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake God 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 6:1 As we work together with God, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 
God in vain. 2 For God says,  
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3 We are putting 
no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 
4 but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through 
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, 
riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 
holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 in honor and 
dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 
true; 9 as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW Setting 10 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
  2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be 
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Be seated. 
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MEDITATION  Pastor Cris Frigm
  
INVITATION TO LENT 

Lent can sometimes get a negative reputation. It’s viewed as the season in our 
faith when we give things up, we prepare for the worst. Imagine instead that 
God wants more for us than just six weeks of discipline or six weeks without 
chocolate. Imagine that God wants a life for us so expansive that faith, joy, and 
hope flow over the edges. So let us confess, not because we have to suffer our 
way through Lent, but because the truth moves us one step closer to that 
expansive faith.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us pray: Holy God,  
we confess: we don’t return to you fully. 
We share with you the pieces of our lives that are convenient. 
We put on different hats in different rooms. 
We forget that we are called, invited, and loved with all that we are— 
including our mess, our beauty, our faith, and our doubt. 
Forgive us, and give us hearts that long to return. 
 
Friends, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you.  
You are forgiven and claimed with all that you are.  
Rest in that good news. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

We are marked with ashes—a sign of our death and of our 
sorrow for sin but the ashes trace a cross on our forehead, where 

the baptismal water first marked us with God's grace. 
Those who desire ashes come forward to the chancel and kneel.  

Ministers mark the forehead of each person, saying:  

  Remember that you are dust,  
and to dust you shall return. 
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PENITENTIAL SONG Ashes to Ashes 
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After all who desire ashes receive them, please stand, as you are able. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us profess our faith. 
We believe in an expansive love 
that healed the sick, 
welcomed the children, 
and saw this world as it could be. 
We believe that that expansive love 
runs over the edges of our lives, 
smoothing our rough places, 
and pulling us home. 
We call that expansive love 
Father and Mother God, 
Jesus and Divine Creator. 
Thanks be to God  
for a love like that.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of our journeys, we pray for the church as the season of Lent begins. Guide 
your people in spiritual practices and preparation for baptism. Strengthen 
communities of faith in discipleship and witness for the sake of the gospel. God, 
in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of creation, we pray for the earth. As you once brought forth life from the 
dust, breathe healing and renewal into all places where ecosystems are stretched 
and strained. Nurture organic cycles of life, death, and rebirth. God, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of the nations, we pray for an end to wars and occupations that reduce 
communities to ash. Turn leaders away from fearful decision-making, and lead 
all people into the justice and compassion of your reign. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of the suffering, we pray for all who live with any pain. Comfort people 
living with chronic or terminal illnesses, addictions, or anxiety. Grant that all 
who dwell in the dust of grief may know your presence there. God, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of community, we pray for those who accompany the dying: for first 
responders, health care and hospice workers, chaplains, and those who facilitate 
burials of the dead. Sustain them as they serve their neighbors in life and death 
with dignity and care. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of the cross, we give thanks for those who have completed their lives on 
earth and have returned to you. Strengthen us with the promise that within the 
ashes of death are the seeds of resurrection life. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
Amen. 
 
Be  seated.  
 

☩  MEAL  ☩ 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
GATHERING OF GIFTS                     For those in need and the mission of the church. 
 
At this time, please sign the Fellowship Pad (the black folder) found at the end of 
your pew and pass it to your neighbor and back again.  We ask visitors to provide us 
with contact information so we can thank you for enriching our worship experience.  We 
ask members to update any changes to their information so our records can be 
maintained. 
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OFFERTORY (12 PM) Once We Sang and Danced ELW 701 

   Please sing all verses of the hymn below, standing on Verse 4  
    as the gifts are presented and the table is set. 
 

ANTHEM  (7 PM) “We Are Dust, You Are God” - King  
    Sanctuary Choir 
 

Please stand and sing as the gifts are presented and the table is set. 
 

OFFERTORY (7 PM) Once We Sang and Danced ELW 701 

Verses 1 & 4 only 

 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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God who knows us, we are amazed by you. 
Your love never runs out, your hope never runs dry, your joy never gives up. 
We wish that we could be more like you in that way.  
In a world that loves scarcity, your abundance is shocking.  
In a world that knows fear, your joy is compelling. 
In a world that knows anxiety, your peace is captivating.  
We long for these things. 

So today we ask you—be with us on the hamster wheel.  
Be with us when compassion fatigue rears her head.  
Be with us when stress makes it hard to breathe.  
Be with us when self-doubt pushes in close. 
Be with us when exhaustion becomes constant or when loneliness becomes our 
primary language. 
Be with us and show us the way to the life you long for us.  

Be with us as we remember the night in which our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Show us a life of expansive faith. 
Show us a life of overflowing joy.  
Show us a life of absorbing beauty.  
Show us a life of engrossing purpose. 

Show us a life that is as honest, and rich, and meaningful as the one Jesus led.   
And until that expansive and holy day, we will continue to gather at this Table.  
Until that day we will continue to look for you in our midst. So pour out a 
double portion of yourself onto this bread and cup so that we might catch a 
glimpse of your goodness. God, we are amazed by you. Your love never runs 
out, so bring that never-ending love here as together we pray… 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
     on earth as in heaven.  
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Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
     now and forever. Amen. 
   
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

Jesus has always been one to invite, and that has not changed.  
So friends, you are invited to this Table.  
Each and every one of us—with our doubts, our fears, our scars, our joy, our 
dreams, our hopes, our questions—we are invited to God’s table. 
And here we will be met. Here we will be fed.  
Here we are given a taste of an expansive life that is full to the brim  
with love, overflowing with joy. So, come. 
Not because we must, but because we can.  
Come. You are invited. This Table is for you.  
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Be seated.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. All 
are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Children not yet communing are welcome to come 
forward for a blessing, indicated by crossed arms.  If you would like to receive 
communion in your pew, please notify an usher. 

Non-alcoholic grape juice and gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Lord Jesus, Think on Me
     ELW 599 

 

     There Is a Fountain
     TFF 78 
     Found on p. 16 

 
 

 
 



16 

 

 



17 

 

After all have returned to their places, please remain seated. 
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER   

Strengthened by the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and kept in his 
grace, let us pray: 
 Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send 
us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating 
love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

☩  SENDING  ☩ 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH—ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand. 
 
BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

As you leave this place, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world. May 
you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those 
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in 
all of your living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the 
brim with God’s Holy Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the 

Lover, ☩ the Beloved, and Love itself – go in peace, full to the brim. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG  The Glory of These Forty Days
     ELW 320

     Found on p. 18 

 
 

Postludes, a festive element of worship,  
will not be played during the season of Lent. 
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Our Lenten theme is an invitation—into a radically 
different Lent, into a full life—as we pursue justice and 
hope, or express grief and gratitude. And so, let us 
trust—fully—that we belong to God. Let us increase our 
capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the 
expansive life God dreams for us. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT, March 9, 2025                Even in the desert 
10AM Service of Holy Communion—Live Streamed  
 

Even in the desert, Jesus expands our definitions of a full life. It’s not the life 
the Tempter presents: a life defined by excess power, control, or reign. Excess 
is not abundance, but there is more. There is a fuller life we are called to live. 
Even in the midst of struggle, oppressive forces, hardship, and grief—God’s 
promises spill over, like the bounty of the first fruits from the ground. Even in 
the desert, you are called to the riverside to be washed by grace. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, March 16, 2025       Under God’s wing 
10AM Service of Holy Communion—Live Streamed  
 

God is our refuge. There is nothing that can separate you from God, or could 
keep God from gathering you in, protecting you fiercely. Jesus’ lament for 
Jerusalem is surprising given how he is treated by Jerusalem. And yet, no 
matter how much we try to separate ourselves from God, God will run to 
protect us. God’s love for us is fuller than we can imagine. 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, March 23, 2025                You are worthy 
10AM Service of Holy Communion—Live Streamed  
 

Like the fig tree, you are worthy. You’re not a lost cause. You’re not a waste of 
resources. You deserve to be nurtured. Your fruit will come. Like the gardener, 
you are invited to see others with audacious hope and budding potential. The 
lesson of the fig tree invites us to unpack the source of our worth in a system and 
society that often measures worthiness by commerce, production, output, 
success, status, achievement, ethnicity, and/or gender identity. We might ask, 
“Can the fig tree have worth even if it never produces any figs?” What does that 
mean for us if the answer is “yes”? 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

                                                                    12 PM                                        7PM 
 

         Assisting Minister:       Marjorie Chin       
                                 Lector:         Barb Rhodes                    Joanne Hench      
               Bread Provider:       Barb Rhodes       
                         Altar Guild:        Cheri Simons       
 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Welcomes All in Jesus’ Name 
Phone/Fax: 302-368-0064     Website: www.stpaulsnewarkde.org   

     

The Reverend Cris Frigm  Michael Bareham 

Pastor    Director for Music and Worship 

302-368-0064 ext. 104   302-368-0064 ext. 123 

pastor@stpaulsnewarkde.org   music@stpaulsnewarkde.org     

 

Jerilynn Hinrichs         Nalini Janaki 

Office Administrator  Business Administrator 

302-368-0064 ext. 101  302-368-0064 ext. 102 

office@stpaulsnewarkde.org  business@stpaulsnewarkde.org  
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Return to the Lord, your God, who is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Joel 2:13 
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